THE   CAROLINGIANS   AND   THE   VOLTE-FACE   OF   THE   PAPACY
This unrestricted adhesion of the Western Church to the Empire
is all the more comprehensible inasmuch as until the pontificate of
Gregory the Great the limits of the ancient Roman Empire were
those of the Church, or approximately so. It was true that the
formation of the Germanic kingdoms, established on the ruins of
the Empire, had divided the Church among several States, ruled
by different kings; towards whom, however, it had from the
very first manifested an absolute loyalty. Although in reality the
Empire no longer existed, there was still an Empire for the Pope
of Rome.1
Even under Theodoric, whom he had never consented to regard
as anything more than a functionary of the Empire, the Pope had
not ceased to acknowledge the authority of the Empire. The
triumphant return of the Roman armies under Justinian had still
further confirmed his subordination. Elected by the clergy and the
Roman people, the Pope, after the entry of Belisarius into Rome,
had applied to the Emperor for the ratification of his election.
And from the pontificate of Vigilius'(53 7-555), from the year
550, the Pope dated his documents in the name of the Emperor.
Vigilius, moreover, owed his tiara to the Emperor. In 537, while
Vitiges was besieging Rome, Pope Silverius, on the pretext that
he had an understanding with the Goths, was deposed by Beli-
sarius, and deported to the island of Palmataria. Appointed by the
Emperor Theodosius, Vigilius repkced Silverius on the Papal
throne.2 Justinian was not slow to profit by his appointment:
claiming the right to impose upon the Pope the religious absolutism
of the Emperor, in respect of the affair of the three chapters—that
is to say, the affair of the Imperial Edict of 543, which anathematized
three theologians of the 5th century, alleged to be Nestorians,
with the object of giving satisfaction to the Monophysites and
of effecting a reconciliation between them and the State and the
Orthodox.
But the Occidentals, and above all the Africans, protested. Pope
1	He dated his documents from the accession of the Emperor.
2	HARTMANN, Cp. dt., Vol. I, p. 384.
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